
USIHC Board of Directors Meeting 
Minutes February 7, 2023 
8:00PM (Eastern Time) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84705817408?
pwd=MGx2SGpoS2M5elVzM0J4 VVlINWVrUT09 

8:02 Virginia called the meeting to order and approved 
agenda. 


Reports of Officers

President – Virginia Lauridsen, emailed a report (attached) of 
the FEIF conference she attended. Virtual education series 
going well, profit of $3200, discuss next meeting or in the 
future continuing this series. Code of Ethics need to be signed 
by Asta and Sara, discuss requiring diversity training and Safe 
Sport in the future.  

Secretary (Membership Numbers) - Sara Stewart, Sara was 
unable to log in, Emily reported 809 members and 613 
households. 

Treasurer – Lori Cretney, January reports attached, numbers 
were high because of a couple lifetime memberships that 
included donations for world championships, breeding and 
youth funds.


Reports of Committees

Affiliated Clubs – Leslie Chambers, absent 

Breeding Committee – Virginia Lauridsen, see attached report, 
discussion of USIHC helping cover cost of judges to encourage 
more breeding evaluations to happen. 




Education Committee – Jeff Rose, discussion of fast track 
retest, Emily confirmed application is on website and is 
rolling. 

Leisure Committee – Janet Mulder

Sport Committee – Ásta Covert

Youth Committee – Lucy Nold

Promotions and Website – Emily Potts

Quarterly Committee Report – Nancy Brown


Old Business

Policies and Procedures Document 

Jeff Motioned to add "When a matter arises that is not covered 

in the Policy and Procedures document, the USIHC follows 
the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order." 


Asta seconded, all in favor, motion passed. 

Youth Cup-discussion of youth cup being a USIHC event. All 

other countries have their youth cup under the umbrella 
of their countries organization. It was discussed to add a 
sub committe, a manual, a separate bank account would 
be needed and insurance needs to be in place, and use this 
year as a template to make it a USIHC event in the future. 
Lucy and the other organizers have raised $45,000 for the 
youth camp to happen.  


Zoom Account, any subcommittee or board member who needs 
an account will have one. $149 per person. 


New Business

Budget for 2023 see attached, Lori read the budget and 
funding requests  line by line .

 Under budget, a discussion was had about changing the 
funding provided for shows. Janet motioned for $400 per judge 
for shows with 1, 3 or 5 judges, Asta seconded, all in favor. 



Janet wrote down the wording for new policy to put it in effect, 
Emily will add to Policy and Procedures. 

 

Next Meeting Time (March 14 at 8:00 pm Eastern Time) 

 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



2023 FEIF Annual Conference 

The 2023 FEIF Annual Conference was held in Stockholm, Sweden. 14 of 21 FEIF countries 
were represented.  

Jean-Paul Balz from Switzerland was elected as new President of FEIF. 

Gundula Sharman from Great Britain, FEIF Director of Youth Work was reelected for two years.  

Will Covert, US, was elected as FEIF Sport Leader of FEIF and Atli Már Ingólfsson, Iceland, as 
Member of the FEIF Board.  
Cosima König, Germany, was re-elected as member of the Arbitration Council (for 3 years) 

Annette Hodel as member of the disciplinary board (for 3 years) and the delegates confirmed the 
state authorized accountant for the current year. 

Svenja Rumpf, Germany, and Maja Nymann, Denmark, were unanimously appointed as 
members of the Education and the Youth Work Department for the period 2023 – 2025. 

The 2023 World Championships will take place August 8-13 in Oirschot, Netherlands (also  
hosted in 2007 and 2017). Near Eindhoven. It will be a festival!  

Opening ceremonies will be Wednesday evening. 
There will be 30 minute breaks after 15 riders 
Saturday will be the B finals, presentation of the Breeding Mares and two A finals 
Sunday will be the remaining A finals and presentation of the Breeding Stallions. 

The primary conference topics were: Strategy (legal, political, economic, environmental, 
sociology, culture, organizational conditions), Social License to Operate, and Animal Welfare. 

The guest speaker was Mike Weishaupt PhD from the Veterinary University of Zurich. Mike 
discussed, the “Social License to Operate of the Horse World.” 

• There is a great deal of public criticism, and most people think SLO is under threat. 
• SLO is a dialog between the public and the horse industry 
• Society is continually suspicious of animals in sport; animal welfare is central 
• The circus, fur industry, science experiments and entertainment industry have been 

affected. 
• Perception is key; social media can drive discussion 
• Should we regulate or be regulated? 
• With an unresponsive industry, the government will institute regulations 
• Legitimacy, consent and trust are necessary to operate 
• Ethics of responsibility and conviction 



• We must prioritize animal welfare 
• If you don’t document it, you can’t manage it; if you can’t measure it, you can’t 

manage it. 
• We must uphold rules and sanctions 
• We must educate all of out industry. 
• Beware of overuse of horses and amount of recovery time. 
• The weight of the rider is an important welfare issue. 
• Put our energies into PR in our community and then reach outside. 

Chairpersons Meeting 
• We think of animal welfare because we want to 
• It is difficult to assess the pain and discomfort of Icelandic Horses. Their tolerance is 

greater than most breeds. 
• FEIF will form a working group to create a video about our commitment to horse 

welfare. 

Spotlight on Leisure Riding – most FEIF members are leisure riders, so how can we better 
serve that community? 

• Connect Regional Clubs to share info.  
• Showcase one club at a time; that club could nominate the next club. 
• Better use of the Riding Horse Profile so that there are fewer accidents 
• Have a seminar for trainers to “Certify” the Riding Horse Profile. 
• Many countries require a “license” to compete, which can be revoked 

Worldfengur – Will likely need to raise prices to grow and keep current. 

Sport Committee 
• New rule that all 5 judge’s scores will be used in both the preliminaries and finals. 
• Finalized the list of “permitted” bits and photos to be used. 
• Votes can be seen here: https://www.feif.org/delegates-assembly-2023/ 

Breeding Committee 
• Voted to standardize the Young Horse and Foal Assessment. New form will be 

available on the FEIF website. A committee will develop criteria for judges of young 
horses and foals. 

• Mike Weishaupt discussed animal welfare in relation to breeding goals: Are we 
risking the health of the Icelandic by trying to breed taller and slimmer horses? 

• Does our breeding goal encourage problems such as hyper-mobility? 

2024 FEIF Conference will be in Luxembourg. 

  

https://www.feif.org/delegates-assembly-2023/



